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Medicaid Eligibility: Understanding  
Essential Concepts 
 
Question and Answer 
 
I support an individual who is 19, and she is now receiving RSDI due to her father passing. Her 
mom received a letter in the mail stating that her SSI is now $0. She is wondering if this is 
directly related. If she can no longer qualify for SSI while receiving RSDI, could she qualify for 
SSDI?  
 
During the presentation, I used SSDI very generically.  RSDI benefits would be the same as SSDI in 
terms of the presentation.  The SSI is likely stopping due to the amount of the RSDI benefit.  If he is no 
longer receiving SSI, the Medicaid will no longer be automatically approved.  They will need to contact 
DFR to report the benefit change from SSI to RSDI.  DFR will need to complete an aid category change 
from MA-SI to MA-D.   
 
Can an individual increase their social security if they want to move – due to increased bills or 
the cost of rent? 
 
The maximum SSI benefit is $841.  It is reduced by 1/3 if there are no significant household expenses.  
If a person was not paying rent, and starts to, that should be reported to SSA.   The SSDI benefit is 
based on a person's work history rather than living situation.  
 
It is difficult because of COVID restrictions to meet with Social Security. 
 
Here is a link of how to conduct business with SSA during the public health emergency:  
https://www.ssa.gov/coronavirus/categories/conducting-business-with-social-security-during-the-
pandemic/ 
 
Is enhanced pandemic unemployment affecting eligibility? 
 
Here is the link to the Medicaid policy manual regarding unemployment:  
https://www.in.gov/fssa/ompp/files/Medicaid_PM_2800.pdf 
 
When looking at the Medicaid redetermination date for someone with MA-D, I sometimes see a 
past date; however, Medicaid is still active. Why is this? 
 
The information that is available to waiver case managers is not updated as frequently as other 
systems that contain Medicaid eligibility information.  
 
Is there something available for young adults to make a higher income? 
 
MedWorks has a higher income limit than Medicaid for the Disabled or SSI based Medicaid.  It starts at 
age 16.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ssa.gov/coronavirus/categories/conducting-business-with-social-security-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.ssa.gov/coronavirus/categories/conducting-business-with-social-security-during-the-pandemic/
https://www.in.gov/fssa/ompp/files/Medicaid_PM_2800.pdf


What receipts do I need to keep? What is a high dollar amount to keep track of? 
 
If money is removed from a checking or savings account to get under the $2000 resource limit, I 
personally would keep receipts for all purchases made with the excess funds.   If the funds were used 
to set up an ABLE account or placed in a special needs trust, then you would show that deposit.  
 
Can a DFR caseworker speak with an AAA CM if a DFR Release of Information is completed? 
 
Yes. 
  
I serve a family who has struggled with applying for SSI for their adult son with disabilities. Are 
there any resources available that a family can use to guide them through this process, list what 
documentation is needed, or direct them to who can help them apply? 
 
Social Security has really good publications on their website, ssa.gov, about the disability application 
process.  If they have been denied and are appealing, they may want to consult with a disability 
attorney.  
 
Can you move an Arc trust to an ABLE account - or a portion of it? 
 
Yes, up to $16,000 per calendar year. 
 
With SS Disability payments having increased in 2022, do I have to report it now or just do it 
when redetermination is done? 
 
You can report the increase when the redetermination is completed.  
 
Is Medicaid Certification on a state by state basis?  If an individual moves out of state, do they 
need to be recertified in the new state? 
 
Medicaid eligibility is determined state by state.  It does not cross state lines except for those 
Individuals with SSI who are moving to a state that also automatically approves Medicaid for SSI 
recipients.  They would need to work with the local agency in the state that completes Medicaid 
eligibility. That local agency varies from state to state.  
 
When someone is applying for the FSW waiver, do they need to also apply for Medicaid at the 
same time? 
 
You can apply for the FSW without having Medicaid.  Once the BDDS office targets the person for the 
waiver, then it would be necessary to apply for Medicaid.  
 
Are FS and CIH waiver participants required to apply for SSI when they reach adulthood? 
 
Anyone receiving MA-D is required to apply for SSI once they reach 18. If they were on MA-2 or MA-9, 
which ends at age 19, applying for SSI would be part of the aid category change to MA-D.  
 
Do individuals that only get SSI able to file for taxes? Some are receiving their yearly paperwork 
stating that some of their yearly amount may be taxable.  
 
SSI benefits are not taxable.  
 
 
 
 



I have had a decent number of individuals who have started to get bills from Medicaid or are 
having to pay for their medications that they have never had to pay for before. Do you know if 
there was any type of change that went into effect? 
 
A person who get bills from Medicaid and waiver providers if they have a waiver liability (make more 
than $2523/month) on MA-A or MA-D.  The first providers to bill each month would get notice from 
Medicaid that the waiver liability has not been met and that they need to bill the Medicaid Member 
directly. The bills would be paid out of the Miller Trust.    
 
How is stimulus payments affecting DFR resource limit?    
 
Stimulus payments deposited into a bank account are not counted toward the resource limit for 12 
months from receipt of the payment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


